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sale defeat; and the northern German armies
began to advance on to Eiissian soil. In the
centre of Eastern Europe the Germans advanced
victoriously to within fifty miles of War saw before
they met with a serious check. In the south
the Austrians drove the Russians from Buko-
vina. The whole German-Austrian line was
advanced throughout the length of Europe,
from the Baltic Sea to the Carpathian Mountains;
and the hosts of the Central Empires were pre-
paring for that great dramatic thrust which in
May drove the Russians clean out of Galicia.
Such was the situation which British states-
men had now to face. It was impossible to
regard it with indifference,
Mr. Lloyd George refused to be deceived by
any rosy hopes either In East or West. His own
view was that a firm grasp of reality was the
first step to success. Unless they looked facts
in the face, they could not grapple with them,
He came to be regarded as the Cassandra of
the war; but, as Lord Morley once remarked,
the worst thing about Cassandra was that she
proved to be In the right!
Surveying the prospects of the great war in
Europe as a whole, Mr. Lloyd George was
seriously concerned about several vital matters.
The most important of these was that, com-
paring the available military man-power on both
sides in this great contest, the Entente Allies
were at that moment hopelessly outnumbered.
Germany and Austria at that moment had